p-Chlorobenzyl Ether: A p-Methoxybenzyl Ether in Disguise.
In the chemistry of polyfunctionalized organic compounds, protecting groups that can undergo mild and selective cleavage while still being stable during the entire synthetic sequence are often required. In this work, we present a straightforward conversion of the robust p-chlorobenzyl ether into the more labile and well-described p-methoxybenzyl ether using palladium catalysis. This reaction was demonstrated to be high yielding and compatible with a wide range of functionalities, thereby providing a useful supplement to the conventional ether protecting groups.